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as 1941 the G.I.L. was officially deprived of that right, and the
few schools and colleges which had been opened or taken over
by it were either transformed or handed over to the Elite Xazio-
naleper la Scuola Media. On another point, the G.I.L. lost very
important ground which had been held by the O.X.B. The
elementary schools of the rural type, which had been taken over
by the Q.N.B. during its eleven years of life and were attended
by tens of thousands of children, passed under the direct control
of the Ministry of National Education when the G.I.L. was
founded; it would have been impossible, or very dangerous, to
deprive the educational authorities of the supervision of so many
schools; and since the control of the youth organization by the
Ministry of Education was discontinued with the institution of
the G.I.L., controlled by the Fascist Party alone, it was almost
inevitable that the rural schools should have gone back to
ministerial administration. The O.N.B. had been perhaps the
most important attempt to link up the State organization with
the Party; the severance of the link through the foundation of
the G.I.L. probably signified the failure of these efforts.1